First, identify who said the quote and what is happening before the quote was stated. Then answer these questions: What is the probable symbol in the quote? What is another possible symbol represented in the quote?  Give two possible symbols for each quote and explain what each of the symbols and images at to the themes we’ve discussed in regards to Girl Interrupted and One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest. (feminism, social change, patriarchy / matriachy, the questionability of mental illness, etc.)
1.  “ ‘This world…belongs to the strong, my friend!  The ritual of our existence is based on the strong getting stronger by devouring the weak. We must face up to this.  No more than right that it should be this way. We must learn to accept it as a law of the natural world. The rabbits accept their role in the ritual and recognize the wolf as the strong….He most certainly doesn’t challenge the wolf to combat. Now, would that be wise? Would it?’ ” (Page 60)
2.  “ ‘You know, that’s the first thing that got me about this place, that there wasn’t anybody laughing. I haven’t heard a real laugh since I came through the door, do you know that? Man, when you lose your laugh you lose your footing. A man go around lettin’ a woman whup him down till he can’t laugh any more, any he loses one of the biggest edges he’s got on his side.’ ” (Page 66)

3.  “ ‘Tell me Mr. McMurphy, how does one go about showing a woman who’s boss, I mean other than laughing at her? How does he show her who is king of the mountain? A man like you should be able to tell us that…So you see, my friend, it is somewhat as you stated: man has not but one effective weapon against the matriarchy, but it certainly is not laughter. One weapon, and with every passing year in this hip, motivationally researched society, more and more people are discovering how to render that weapon useless and conquer those who have hitherto been the conquerors - .’ ” (Page 66)
4.  “About the only time we get any let-up from this time control is in the fog; then time doesn’t mean anything. It’s lost in the fog, like everything else. (They haven’t really fogged the place full force all day today, not since McMurphy came in. I bet he’d yell like a bull if they fogged it.)…When nothing else is going on, you usually got the fog or the time control with, but today something’s happened:  there hasn’t been any of these things worked on us all day, not since shaving.” (Page 71-72)

5. “It - everything I see – looks like it sounded, like the inside of a tremendous dam. Huge brass tubes disappear upward in the dark. Wires run to transformers out of sight. Grease and cinders catch on everything, standing the couplings and motors and dynamos red and coal black.” (Page 79).
